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Thank you for attending or watching the recording of this session titled ‘Accessibility in 

action: Designing and advising on PowerPoint presentations for all learners’ presented 

by Alice Lee (alice.lee@acu.edu.au), Team Coordinator of the Academic Skills Unit at 

Australian Catholic University. The scope of this presentation is limited to designing 

PowerPoint slides for synchronous/live delivery. Refer to this H5P infographic for key points. 

Below are some resources and articles for further exploration; these also address additional design 

considerations pertaining to uploaded PowerPoint slides and/or PDFs of PowerPoint slides:  

Learning theories and learning design 

• Cognitive load theory 

• Cognitive load theory and the role of learner experience  

• Information processing theory 

• Dual coding theory (DCT) 

• Mayer’s 12 principles of multimedia learning  

Accessibility standards and guidelines 

• Australian Government Style Manual 

• Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.1 

• Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI): Accessibility principles 

Learner needs  

• UTS students explain digital accessibility 

• Designing for diverse learners 

• UK Government: Dos and don’ts on designing for accessibility 

• Cognitive accessibility at WC3 

• Designing accessible PowerPoint slide decks 

• Make your PowerPoint presentations accessible to people with disabilities 

Accessibility design tools and checkers 

• Colour chart and colour codes 

• Venngage accessible color palette generator 

• WebAIM colour contrast checker 

• Coblis color blindness simulator 

• PowerPoint accessibility checker  

mailto:alice.lee@acu.edu.au
https://acuacademicskillsunit.h5p.com/content/1292654760761432409
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/B9780123876911000028
https://www.learntechlib.org/p/25229/
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/1957-02914-001
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/BF01320076
https://www.google.com.au/books/edition/The_Cambridge_Handbook_of_Multimedia_Lea/Cvw6BAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=mayer%27s+12+principles+of+multimedia+learning&pg=PA279&printsec=frontcover
https://www.stylemanual.gov.au/
https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG21/
https://www.w3.org/WAI/fundamentals/accessibility-principles/
https://educationexpress.uts.edu.au/blog/2021/04/07/students-explain-digital-accessibility/
https://edtechbooks.org/id/designing_for_diverse_learners
https://accessibility.blog.gov.uk/2016/09/02/dos-and-donts-on-designing-for-accessibility/?fbclid=IwAR1_MfJuH9nDUrbGvQQ83iYJ5Qkxu9c407lnUlS9p6G7-lC2U6P8SjlbWog
https://www.w3.org/WAI/cognitive/
https://teachinghub.bath.ac.uk/guide/design-accessible-slideshows-using-powerpoint/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-au/office/make-your-powerpoint-presentations-accessible-to-people-with-disabilities-6f7772b2-2f33-4bd2-8ca7-dae3b2b3ef25
https://htmlcolorcodes.com/
https://venngage.com/tools/accessible-color-palette-generator
https://webaim.org/resources/contrastchecker/
https://www.color-blindness.com/coblis-color-blindness-simulator/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-au/office/improve-accessibility-with-the-accessibility-checker-a16f6de0-2f39-4a2b-8bd8-5ad801426c7f

